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the Zenj Empire, are two small islands off the East coast of
Africa with a total area of 1,020 miles. They are ruled by
the Sultan of Zanzibar, but the government is administered
by the British Resident as a protectorate. Zanzibar's history
goes back into the mists of antiquity, and it still has traces
of earlier civilizations. The Zenj empire was founded from
Shiraz in Arabia in A.D. 975, but it was already in decline
when the Portuguese conquered the coast early in the
sixteenth century They, however, gave way to the Imams
of Muscat in the next century, and finally Seyyid Said
transferred his capital to Zanzibar in 1832, At this time the
Arab power was so strong that it gave rise to the saying "If you
play on the flute at Zanzibar, everybody as far as the lakes
dances."
In 1856 the Zanzibar sultanate was made independent of
Muscat, Bargash in 1870 being the first to be known as
Sultan of Zanzibar. British influence at this time was high,
largely owing to the excellent work and wise Counsel of
Sir John Kirk, friend of Livingstone, and later Consul-
General, but the rivalries of European Powers in East Africa
were now beginning, and France, Italy and especially Ger-
many were active on the coast and in the interior, where
Karl Peters in particular used unscrupulous methods to
advance Germany's interests. Similar methods, as we have
seen, were used in the Cameroons on the West Coast, and
here as there the British Government was complaisant and
slow to act, being unwilling to extend its responsibilities,
although Kirk saw clearly what was happening.
In 1877 the Sultan had offered a British Company a lease
of his dominions on the mainland, a wonderful opportunity,
which, however, was declined. In 1884 Peters started travel-
ling through the country concluding treaties" with chiefs
and raising the German flag, including territories such as
Kilimanjaro and Uganda, which had already requested